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As a result of a nmssive Denial of Service
attack of biblical proportions, we no |onger
have a hone for irc.2600. net.

It's rather ironic that hackers are
constantly blaned for DoS attacks when they,
i ke many Internet users, are often the
victins. W have, for the nonent anyway,

| ost a maj or forum of communications for the
hacker community. It doesn't nmuch matter if
this was orchestrated by a bored individual
or sonme sort of governnent conspiracy - the
result is the sane. Voices are silenced,
communi cati on becones all the harder, any
senbl ance of comunity is w ped away. There
are those who will view the dismantling of
our network as a good thing and it's those
peopl e whose interests were served by these
attacks - attacks which required no conputer
skills and had nothing at all to do with
hacki ng.

The attacks cane over the weekend, around
the sane tinme other such attacks were
directed at sites |like Fox News. They,
however, got their connection back and

| aunched a federal investigation. W would
have preferred to sinply find a technica
solution but we weren't given that chance as
our provider chose to sinply disconnect us

I nst ead.

Qur system was kept afloat entirely through
volunteer efforts and the fact of the natter
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aspects of free speech.
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Is that we have nore pressing things to
worry about right now. Whether the IRC
network ever cones back is now entirely up
to the hacker community's ability to design
a network that can work around the efforts
of those trying to shut us down. If you want
to help, please email irc@600.com We're
sorry that the net continues to be shaped by

mal i ci ous norons intent on shutting down all
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